ogooooooo b 170 O 2 0 (20050 e0)
Korean J Occup Environ Med, 2005;17(2):144-148

Ood DMEF OO 0O OO0 Oood god ad

00000 0000 00000, 0oo0o0oo oooo og?®

Ooo0d- 000- 0oOOo- ooo®

— Abstract —

A Case of Acute Toxic HepatitisInduced by Brief Exposureto Dimethylformamide

Jong Rae Roh, Jin Gun Sohn, Jin Ha Kim, Sun Ja Park?

Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Gospel Hospital, Kosin University
Department of Internal Medicine, Gospel Hospital, Kosin University ¥

Dimethylformamide (DMF), awidely used industrial solvent, has been reported to induce subtle to
clinically overt hepatotoxicity. Liver injury due to occupational exposure through inhalation and skin
contact has been sporadically reported. We report a 23-year-old male who developed intermittent abdom-
ina pain, anorexia, nausea, vomiting, chest discomfort, and general weakness for 4 days after working in
a plastic-coated-glove factory. An acute hepatitis episode occurred after working in an enclosed work-
place for 3 days. Other causes of hepatitis such as viral, drug induced or alcoholic hepatitis, could be
excluded or were considered to be unlikely. Based on occupational history, serological examination and
serial liver function examinations, the case was compatible with DM F-induced acute toxic hepatitis.
Hepatotoxicity due to occupational exposure to solvents (e.g., DMF) should be considered in any patient
with unexplained hepatitis. The fast improvement of the clinical symptoms and the progressive normal-
ization of the liver function tests once the DMF exposure has been stopped, supports the diagnosis.

Key Words: Dimethylformamide, Toxic hepatitis
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