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— Abstract —

Acute Toxicity of Arsenicin Ratsand Mice

Byung-Sun Choi, Dae-Woong Kang, Jin-Y oung Lee, Eon-Sub Park®,
Y eon-Pyo Hong, J-Sun Y ang?, Hyomin Lee?, Jung-Duck Park

Department of Preventive Medicine, Department of Pathology?, College of Medicine,
Chung-Ang University, Seoul, Korea
National Ingtitute of Toxicological Research, Seoul, Kores?

Objectives: Arsenic (As) is ubiquitously distributed in the environment and is known as a
human carcinogen. In this study, acute As toxicity at lethal dosage in rats and mice was evaluat-
ed, and As-induced hepatotoxicity was characterized.

Methods: Male Sprague-Dawley rats, male ICR mice and trivalent inorganic As, sodium
arsenite, were used in this experiment. LDy, and LD ,,, were calculated from 24-hour lethality
after the single subcutaneous administration of Asinto rats and mice. Serum and liver were col-
lected from the surviving animals. The activities of ALT, AST and y-GT in serum were deter-
mined, and the concentrations of MDA, GSH and CY P450 in liver were analyzed.

Results: The LDy, and LD, of sodium arsenite were calculated as 12 mg/kg and 13 mg/kg
for rats, and 16.5 mg/kg and 19 mg/kg for mice, respectively. Thus, the rat was more suscepti-
ble than the mouse to the acute lethal toxicity of As. The histopathological changes induced by
Aswere similar between rats and mice. AST was increased in high-dose As-treated rats and
mice, whereas ALT was increased in high-dose As-treated mice but not in rats. y-GT was not
significantly changed between the two animal groups. Asincreased lipid peroxidation, but
decreased GSH and CY P450 in the liver of both rats and mice, in dose-dependent patterns.
These results indicate that oxidative stress might be one of the mechanisms in As-induced hepa-
totoxicity.

Conclusion: Rats were more susceptive than mice to acute As toxicity, and oxidative stress
might play apart in liver injury induced by As.

Key Words: Arsenic (As), Lethal dose, Hepatotoxicity, Oxidative stress
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OOCArsenic) 000 000 OOOO OO O
0 00 0000 Ooooooo oo ooo ogo
00 00 00000000 .0oo0o oo ogo
000 000 00000 00 000 oog oo
000 000 1000 0000 DODO0OCATSDR,
2001). 00 OO0 O0ODOO OO, OoooO, OO
00 0000 00 0000 khuman carcinogen)
00 IARC category A0 00 (IARC, 1987)0 0
000 00 00.00 000 Oobog ogo
00000 000000 O OoooO0Oo ooo oo
000 00 OD000 00 0 ODooooo ogo
O OO((Hsu et al., 1997; Lee et al., 2003,
Mahata et al., 2003). 00 EPAD O0OO0O O
0O 0000 D000 50 ppbd0 10 ppbO 0 OO
00 OOO(EPA, 2002), OO0 OD0OD0OO0O OOO
0O 0000 0000 OD0.000 Doooooo
0000 ODO 0000 000 OO0 00DO0 OO
0O 00000 00000 OO0 0oO- 000 00
oo ooo. oo, 00 00 bbb ooodg
0O 000 00 00000 D000 oooogo
000 O0DOO0O0O0 00 OO0 ooo oo@o
0, 1998-2001)00 OO ODODODO ODOO OOO
00 000 ooo oo oooo.

000 000 00 oooo ooo ooo oo
00 00000 00000 o0ooo oo(Mandal
& Suzuki, 2002). 0, 30 000000 50 OO
oogobo oo oo oo, boboboobo O
Jooooo0o 00O 000 ODD0 D00 oo. O
00 000 00O 0oooOo ooo oo, 000 o
0o,00000 00,00 oo,o0000 oog,
0000 000 00 00 oooo oo oo o
00 0000 00.000 0ooo ooog o
0 000 0000 Obooooo ooo oo od
0 00 oooo. oo ooo, oboo ooo, O
0 000 0000 0oobodo oodo od
0 0000 0OD0 000 00 0D0ooo0o oooo
0000000 ooooooooo.ooo, o
oo oob 0o 0bb O bbb Obuob oo
0 000 00 D000 oooooo. o, oo
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0 000 00 0OD0O00 ooooooo@o:
trivalent arsenic oxide, [0 : pentavalent arse-
nate)] 00O OO0 OO OOO O0ODOO OoOO
0,000 000000000 o000 O0oaoo
00 000 00 000000 o000 ooog.
0oo,0000 000D OO0 OO0 oo ogo
00,000,000 000000000000
000 00 000 oo@oo o, 1998)00 O
00 0000 00DO00o00 Oob o0 0o oo
00000 0o00Do0o0oDoooooogao
0O 00 0 ouooooo oo ooo obooo d
0 00D00. 000 000 00 0o oboo oo
oo, 0o, 0o, 000, 00000 O oooo
00000000 0oooboo oo oo oo o
000 MWang, 1997; Smith et al., 1998; Tond-
el et al., 1999; Smith et al., 2000). OO0OO0O
00 000 000 0o gpooboo ooog, o
O 00 0O- 00 00000 0OD00 0 00 00
00 00 00 000 oooo. 000 oo oo
0000 0O 00000 0000 oooo ogd
00 000 00O 0D0oo0 0O 0ogd o- 00 ogo
0 00ooo oobo boobo obooo oo
0 0000000 0 000 00 ogoo ogg
00000 ooooooo.

00 00000 OO 000 00 ooo ooo
00 OD00 00000 ODO0O0 000 Dooo
00 OD000 000 ooodg, ooooo od@
00 000)d 00O 00 000 00O 0obo0o OO
0 000000 OO0 O 0obOOo Oooo ogg
gooodo ooboo oa.

oo 0O oo

1. 0000

O0O00oOdd O 180 gd male Sprague-Dawley
000 O 30 g0 male ICROO0O0O Samtacdl
000 0000 ooooo.o0obo oooog o
O 0O 220, 00 559 00O0O0O0OOO 40 OO
oo oo ooboo.



2. 000000

00000 00dd ooo oobob 00 kgd
4—13 mgOd sodium arsenite(NaAsO,) 000
000 10 0000 UoOo, Doooo oooo
00 kgd 4—19 mgOd sodium arsenitel 100
0000 0O00. 000 ODODo0Obo oo oooo
OO0 0000 00 0 00 8—=1000 00O o
ooO0o0. 00 0000 o000 00 kg OO
O5ml, 0000 10mI0 OOOCOO.O0OO O
00 00000 OD00DO 00D OO OO0 OO
00 00pO0o. 00000 ooo oog o 24
0000 00 OO0 O00D0O00.0ood o 24
O000 000 000 oooo oo ogogo
ooC0O 0000 0 ODoD ooo oogoo. o
0000000 OO0 OO0 D00 ooo o o
OO0 000000 oo ooo oopoo, ogo
O 00O 00000 000 00 ooo oo -80
O00O0oo- boooo.

3. 000000 00 00O

OO0 0000 ODoOoooooD ooo gooo
000 10% 00000 O0D0O0O0O 00 oo
o0oo0oo0oo 00 oooo oo 0 4um O
000 000 hematoxylin-eosin D000 OO
00000 0000 000 ooooo.

4. 0000 DO

0000 0000 0O0ODO oDooooo ooo
000 3,000 rpmd0 1000 ODOOOOO OO
0 o0oodo. oo ooooo obo o oo oo
00000 alanine aminotransferase(ALT),
aspartate aminotransferase(AST) O y-glu-
tamyltransferase(-GT) 0000 OOOOO.
000 ooo ALT, AST O y-GTO 0000
Sigma Diagnostic Kits(USA)O 0000 00O
00 (UVIKON, Kontron Inc.)O0 OOOOO.

5.000 00

000 0- 000 00000 000 00000 00 OO

1) Lipid peroxidation

0000 lipid peroxidationl Ohkawa et al.
(1979)0 OO0 OOOO TBARS(thiobarbi
turic acid reacting substance) assay] 0 OO
ooo0oo. 0O, 0000 100 000 1.15% KCI
000 0000 Potter-Elvehjem OOOOOO 2
0 0ooo O 40, x1000g00 1000 OO0
000 00 o000 ODo0OO0O ooooo. od
0.75 mlO 8.1% SDS 0.1 ml, 20% acetic acid
1.5 ml, 0.8% thiobarbituric acid 0.75 ml, O
OO0 03mld D000 0000 950 oil bathO
0 3000 D000 0O 00 0obOoOd ooog o
OO0 0D0opooo.0 00O 1.8ml0o OOO 0.5
ml O n-butanol-pyridine(15:1, v/v) 2.5 mlO
0000 3000 OO0 O x1000 goO 1000
000000 o0ooO Oooo. o000 oooo
0oogd(sFM 25, Kontron Inst.))d 0000
excitation 515 nm, emission 535 nmO O OO
00 00O malondialdehydé OO nmol/g
wet weightD 0O0O000.

2) GsH

OOdOdOd GSHO van Klaveren et al. (1997)
0 000 0000 ooooo.O0,00o00 100
000 5% 5-sulfosalicylic acid 00O OOO0O
Potter-Elvehjem OO 0O0OO0O 20 OOOO O 4
0, x1,000 g00 1000 O0OO0OO0O OO OO
OO0 OO0 ooooOd.oooooo oo ooo
20 00O daily buffer(0.248 mg/ml NADPH,
143 mM sodium phosphate, 6.3 mM Na,-
EDTA, pH 7.5) 700 O, 6 mM DTNB 100 O
O 00018000 000 0O 35000 1500 O
O0D00. 0000 GSSG reductase 10 00 O
OO0 3000 2000 OOOO O oOoooOd
(UVIKON, Kontron Inc.)0 0000 412 nm
00 0000 ooooOo.oooog GsHO O
O pmol/g wet weightDD OOOO0DO.

3) Cytochrome P-450(CYP450)

00000 microsomé Guengerich(1994)
000 0000 000000 CYP45@ OO0
microsom& 0000 Schenkman & Jansson
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Dorsa of Sodium Arseniis jmeghog)
Fig. 1. Lethality at 24 hours after single administration
of sodium arsenite subcutaneous in rat and
mouse.

(1999)] OO0O0O ODOOOO. O, 00000 40
00d STKM buffer(250 mM Sucrose, 50
mM Trizma, 25 mM KCI, 5 mM MgCl,, pH
7.5)3J 0000 Potter-Elvehjemm 000000
00o0ooo 40, x10° g0 2000 ODOOOOO
0000 00 O 40, x10 g0O 6000 OO0
0000 (Optima XL-100K Ultracentrifuge,
Beckman, U.S.A)0 0O 0O0O0O0O O0OOO. O

0000 500 0 buffefd 00O Potter-Elvehjem

000000 ooo0oo o0g oogoo. oo

0, microsome 0.3 mIiO 0.05 M Trizma(pH
7.4) 5.7 ml0 OO 200 cuvettél OO0 O O

0o0o0o00(UVIKON, Kontron Inc.))0 0000

450 nm O 500 nmO 0O O0OO0O0O OOOOO.
Carbon monoxide gas] 3000 OO (1 bub-
ble/sec))] O OO0 cuvettéel] OO0 sodium
hydrosulfite 00 000 000 O0OOO OO

000 91 mM'cm'D 0000 OOOOO. OO

OO0OO CYyP4500 OO proteinDO OOOO

nmol/mg proteind OOO0O0O.

4) 0000

0000 OO0 000 Ooooo ogg sAs
package (version 8.01)0 OO0OOO. 000 O
0000 sodium arsenited 00 LD O LD,J
probitt 000 ODOOOO. OOUOO OO OO O
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ugb goo+x0oooob boobbob, 0 000 od
0 000 ANOVA O Duncan 00000 OOO
uo.

g U

1. 0O0(NaAsQ)d OO0 : LDy, LDy

Sodium arsenite OO0 OO0 OO0 00O kg
0 4013 mgldl 10 00000 O 2400000 O
0000 ooo o0, 00 000 10 mgo OO
00000 000 0000 0000 11 mg OO
o000 12.5%, 12 mg O0O0OOO0O 50%, 13
mg 000000 00000 100%0 0000
male Sprague-Dawley 000 OO sodium
arsenité LD, 12 mg/kg, LD,,JJ 13 mg/kg
0 OD0000.0000 00 kgd 4019 mgO
Sodium arsenited 10 00000 0O 240000
00 15mg/kg OO0 000000 O0OOOO OO
00 0000, 16mg 000000 40%, 17 OO
18 mg/kg 0O OODOO 60%, 19 mg/kg 000
000 00000 100%] 0000 male ICR O
000 OO0 sodium arsenited LDg[ 16.5
mg/kg, LD,,J1 19 mg/kgd OO0 000 (Fig. 1).

2. 000000 00

000 U000 0o emg/kg DOOODOOO
0000 Kuffercell 000 000000 O0OO
O0ooUooOo ooood. 810 mg/kg O OO O
00 0O00O0 0D0DOO0 000 ooooo ooo
O000 00000 ooooo, 12 mg/kg OO
0000 0000 apoptosisl OOOOO OO0
000 000 O000oO0(@rig. 2). ooooono
00 12mg/kg OOOO0 OOO0O OOOO O
0000 0000 0000 00 Kuffer cellO O
OO0 00 000 00000 D0O00oO0. 14016
mg/kg 000000 OD00000O Kuffer cellD O
00 O0OOd apoptotic OO0 OOODOO, 18
mg/kg 000000 apoptosis 000 OO OO
0000000 0o0 oooO oooodFig. 3).



000 0O- 000 00000 000 00000 00 od
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Fig. 2. Histopathological findingsin liver at 24 hours after single administration of arsenic subcutaneous with various
dosesinto rats (A: Control, B: As6 mg/kg, C: As 10 mg/kg, D: As 12 mg/kg).

000.0,000 0000000000 ALT

3.0000 0 yv-GT 0000 000 000 0000 000

0, ASTOOOO 000000 OO0 0000 O

00 00 000 000 000 0000100 0O OO0 0000 00 10 mg/kg 00 00000

0000 00 240000 0000 0000 OO0 O 000000 000000000 00000.
000 ALT, AST O y-GTD 000 OO0 Fig. 4 000000 OO0 16 mg/kgd 18 mg/kg 000
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Fig. 3. Histopathological findingsin liver at 24 hours after single administration of arsenic subcutaneous with various
dosesinto mice (A: Control, B: As 12 mg/kg, C: As 16 mg/kg, D: As 18 mg/kg).

00 ALTO AST OOOO 0OOO0OO0O O0DO 00O 00000 GSH O phase | OOOO CYP450]

o,y-GTo 0O 000 OO0 ODDO0O 0o00. o0 o0 000 ooo booo oobo ooog
00000 000 0D Fig- 50 OO.0, 000
4. 000 gooo bbboooood oooodg MDA Od

OO0 000 000 oooo oo oooo oo
Oooo 00 0000 o000 oooooooo oo-ooooo oooo ooooo o, 11, 12
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Dose of Sodium Arsenite (mgikg)

Fig. 4. ALT, AST and y-GT activities in serum of As-treated rats(A) or mice(B). Data are expressed as meant stan-
dard error. * Arsenic treated animals significantly different from control (p<0.05).

mg/kg OOO0O0O, OODODO 8, 12, 16 0 18 mg/kg 00 OOO0ODO O00O0O0O OO O0OOO O
mg/kg 00000 0000 OO O0OOO O0O0O. oooo.

0000 GSH OOOD 000000 oooo oo

0000 Oboo oooo ooooo oo 10, 11,

12 mg/kg OOO0O0O, 000000 OO 160 18 | O

mg/kg 00000 O0O00 OO0 O0O0OO OO0

O0. 0000 CYP450 OO0 OODOOO OO 00 O0Oooo 200 Ooooo d, male
10 mg/kg 00O O0OO0OO, ODOODOOO 12 Sprague-Dawley 000 male ICR OOO0O O
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Fig. 5. The levels of MDA, GSH and CYP450 in liver of As-treated rats(A) or mice(B). Data are expressed as mean
+ standard error. * Arsenic treated animals significantly different from control (p<0.05).

000 sodium arsenite 000 OO0 OO OO
000 0000 000 000 oog 10 goo
0 240000 0000 OO0 OO0, rat0DOd
LD;d LD, 0 OO0 12 mg/kgd 13 mg/kgd O
O, moused 00O LD,,O 16.5 mg/kg, LD,y
19 mg/kgd OO0OOO. 0O, 000 OOOO O
0 000 00000 OO oo Oooo bogo
00,00 000 00000 oogooitchell
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etal., 2000). OO OOOOO OO OOOO O
gooo oo 0ob 000 00 oo ooo oo,
oo, 0 00 oo0boboob oo oobo oo o
00 00O 00 MWong & Klaassen, 1980;
Shaikh et al., 1993). 00O ODO0O0 OO0 OO
0 0000 00 Wb, OO0 OO0 boo oo
0 000 000 000000 00000 ooo
00d0o0d OO0 000 000 00 oo oogo



000 OO0 D000 male Sparague-Dawley O
00 0000 0000 000 D0000 LDgd
15 mg/kg(Hughes, 2002) OO0, male Wistar
000 0000 0ooo oooo 10, 13.6 O
15.86 mg/kg OO0 OO (Diaz-Barriga et al.,
1990; Yanez et al., 1991; Maiti & Chatter-
jee, 2001) OO0, hairless 0000 0000 O
0000 00000 14.5 mg/kg (Liu et al.,
2002), 000 OO0 OO0 0OD0OO0 ODOOO OO
00 000 0000 26040 mg/kg O(ATSDR,
1993; Hughes, 2002)00 OO0 OOOOOO
00000 OO0 O 0O OO0 Ooooo ooo
LD,,0 O0O00 OO0 0000 oooo.ooo
000 0000 OD0o0 000 0obo oo oo
000 OO0 DO000000 Lhy,, 00 O 520
961 mg/kg 0000 OO0O0O0O OO0 OO0 OO
00d 0OO0o0OO0 do(Verschueren, 1983;
Lewis, 1996). 00 O0O0O0O OO0 OO0 OO
0O 0000 00 LD OO 13 mg/kg, 19
mg/kdg]0 000 00 OO0 00D 0oDOOooo o
0000 OO0 000 O0odoo. oo ooo o
gboodb 0o O 00 bbb obobooob o
0O 000000 OO0 00D 0000 ooooo
0O 000 000 OO0 OO0 0000 00 0o
0O doood.

000 00000 00000 O oooo od
00000 00 0000 000 oooog oo
0O 0000 OO0 O0ODO0O 00 ooo ood
oo0o0O0O. 000, 000 000 00000 oo
o ob oo, oob, bo,0b00b oo b O
0000 OD0oooo ooo, ooo oo, OO
00 000 0000 OO0 Ooboo oo o oo
0 O0O0OO0O0O OoOoO0O0(Mahata et al., 2003).
000 00 00000 OO0 000 ooo ogg
00 000 methylation 000 OO OOOO
(Csanaky et al., 2003).

00 00 000 000 10 boooo ooo
00 0O 240000 0000 Ooooooo oo
0 00, 00000 O0OOD0 OO kgd OO 6
mg 0000000 0000 00000 0000
00 12mg OO00OD0ODO apoptosisl OO0 O
00 D00 0000D. 000000 00 kgd

000 O0- 000 00000 000 00000 00 OO

00 12mg 0000000 ODOOO OOOOO
000000 OO0 DOO0O0 oooo oo
Kuffer celld 00O, apoptosisd OO O OO O
0O 00 0000 0D00 OD00o0o0 ooo oog
00000 (Flora et al., 1997; Liu et al.,
2002). 000 OO0 ODODUOODO DO OoOD OO
00 00 0000 000000 00ooo oo
000 D00 000 000 00ooO ooo. o
0O 0000 000 00 0000 oog o oo
00000 ASTOOOD 0000 DOoOoDoOooo
ugdoo o0 oboodo ooooo. ALTO oDoa
00 000 0D00 D00000 0D0o0 0oogo
000 0000 OD0OO0 OO0 ooooo ooo
0 00 00 00do.y-GTO 00 OO0 OO
0O 0O000 000000 00 000 oooo o
O0.00000 000 0000 oooog oo
0000000 d,000000O00O0OoD oo
00 000 DO00O0O0 000 00O 0ooo oo
0000 OO0O0O0d(target organ) 00O OO0
o000. 000,000 D00 000 00 OO
0O 00 000 0O0O0000O o0 oooooo o
0 o0odboo 0 obo obooo boboo ooao
000 OODO O Od(Flora et al., 1997; Flora
et al., 1998; Liu et al., 2002). OO OO0O O
0 000 000 0000 oooo oo oo o
0000 00 0O 000 0000 oo o oo
00 0- 00 00 000 0000 ooo ogo
o000 000 oooo.

00 0000 000 00D oooo oo gg
00 oodo oo oooodo oooooodo o
00 MDADO 000 00-00000 OOooOOg,
00000 GSHOI 000 0ooOo ooo ooo
00.00 OO0 O0ODOO0OO0 OO0 oogoo
000 0 OO0 000 OO0 OooooO ogooo
o000, 000 OO0 000 000 00 OO0
000 OO0 0ODO00 OO0 OO0 oDogoo
000 00 0O D00 0ODOO00 0000(Ramos
et al., 1995; Flora, 1999; Maiti & Chatter-
jee, 2001). GSHO OO0 OO OO0 ODOO O
00 00 00000 OO0 OO0 oo ooo
methylation 0000 50 000 3000 OOO
00O0o0d DbOOO0OO0O OO0Od(co-factor)dO
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(Mandal & Suzuki, 2002). OO0 OO OODO
0 GSHI 000 OOO0*sH'DOO OO0 GsH
0 OoO00o 00 0 ooo oo Uo- boo o
ooooooo 00O 0OO0O0o ooo O oo
(Tripathi & Flora, 1998). CYP4500 phase |
00000 000 ooogo oooo oo. oo
0000 OO0 10 mg/kg OO OO0 OOO 12
mg/kg 00 OO0 OOOOO O0OO0O CYP450
Oo00 ODOooO0. 000 Oooo ogogogo
CYP450 OU0D UO0OOO O O O O ODoOoO
00 000 o0bog, cyp4s500 OO0 OO0
000 OOO0OO0OO DODO tryptophan pyrrolase
0 heme saturationd OO0 OO0 heme OO0
00 00O 000 000 oo ooo ooo od
(Cebrian et al., 1988).

g g

OO0: OO(Arsenic)) O0O0O0O OO OOOO
000000 OD00o0DoO0oO0O. 00 ooooo 2
oo oobodob bobo b bobo bbb oo
OO0 000 oo0oo0o ogooo, oooo odg
OO0 000 0000 0O UDO0Ob0 obooo ooo
O ooooo.

O0: 00000 male Sprague-Dawley 00O
0O male ICRO0O0O0O OO0OO0O, OO0O sodi
um arsenite 000 30 00000 OOOOO.
000 0000 oo ODoooooooo 1o o
0000 0 2400000 DO0O0O OO0O0O LD
O LD O00O00. 000 oOodo oo o
000 000 0000 0O0- D000 Dpoooo
ALT, AST O y-GT 0000 OoOOooOg, ogo
OO0 OoDooooOg, GSH O CYP450 OO0
ooooo.

OO0: 000 00 30 00000 LDs» LDy
0 12 mg/kgd 13 mg/kg OO0O, OOOOOO
LDs, 16.5 mg/kg, LDy, 19 mg/kg OO0 OO0
0000 00 000 UoUooo ooooo. go
0O 00 0000 o000 oDooUobo ooo od
oo o0 oo bobobo, oo oo
000 000 00O gogo. og AsTOOOo
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GTU 000 000 OOoboDb boO0.00ob oo
0 0000 oo ooob bbob 0ob 0oogg
0O 0o0obobo0oo ooobg, GsHO CYP450
oo oobooo.bob 0ooo ooo bo o
0 000 0obo ooobo o boboobob oogd
gooo.
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