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— Abstract —

Hearing Thresholdsin Electronics Sound | nspector s Exposed
to Continuousand Impulsive Type Noises

Seong-Ah Kim, Kyoo Sang Kim®

Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Pochun CHA University,
Industrial Safety & Health Research Ingtitute, KOSHAY

Objectives: To investigate the relation between different types of exposure to noise and a
classic sign of noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL); the audiometric notch.

Methods: A cross-sectional epidemiological survey was carried out in electronics sound
inspectors exposed to continuous and impulsive type noises. The noise levelsin the working
environments, and the audiometric hearing threshold levels were measured.

Results: Electronics sound inspectors were exposed to impulsive noise ranging from 74.1 to
88.9 dBA. The hearing loss induced by impulsive noise was greater and was characterized by
maximum loss at 6 kHz audiometric frequency, as opposed to the notch at 4 kHz that is typical
of continuous noise.

Conclusions: The results suggest that the probable effect of impulsive noise on hearing
should be considered even when the exposure is within the 85 dB equivalent A-weighted level.
To diagnose NIHL it isimportant to elicit a detailed and accurate history of exposure to noise.
Although the notch at 4 kHz is a well established clinical sign and may be valuable in confirm-
ing the diagnosis, the 6 kHz notch is variable and of limited importance.

Key Words: Hearing Threshold, Impulsive Noise, 6 kHz, Notch

<000: 20040 30 230, 000: 20040 70 10>
gOo0dd:Od O O (Tel: 032-510-0927) E-mail: kobawoo@kosha.net

227



oooooooo0 0O 160 0O 30 20040

00 000 00 000 uooo ooo ogodg
00O OoOo(soo, 1000 O 2000 Hz)OO OO
000 (3000, 4000 O 6000 Hz)OO COOOOO
O00CoOoC oooo, 0O 4000 HzZOOO OO
000 0O 0O0O(otch)Y 0OOOO OOO C-5
dipOOO OO 0O0.000 0000 O0O(con-
tinuous noise) OO0 OOO0O O0O(interrupt
ed noise) 0000 O O OO0 O0OOOO, 00
OO0 00000 o000 oo ooobo oooo
0 O (Staloffl Staloff, 1993). OO0 OO0OO
000 00 (steady state noise)J 0 0O OO
(impulse noise)J OO OO0OO0O OO, 0 OO
O 4000 HzOO 5—~12 dB0O JOOO OOO OO
OO(Starck O, 2003), OO0 00 000 00 O
OO0 000 0000 6000 HzO OO0 OO0 O
0 00000 OO0 00 OO 000 00 oo
O O0(Lucchini O, 1991; Sulkowski O,
1999). OO OO0 OO0 UO0OOOO OO0 OO
00 000 0000 OO0 OO OD0oO0O ooo
OO0 oooooooooo.o,bo0og ooo
0O OO0 10 0000 OO0 oOoOo oo od
000000 O000O(steady noise)0 0 OO0
0 OO0 DODODOO bDOobO OO0 (non-steady
noise)) 10 O0OO0O OO0 OO0 QOO O O
00 0ooo dodMantysald Vuori, 1984)
00000000000 oo bgpoooo od
0O oooo.

OO0 0o0oUoob0 oo oo oo 1o ooo o
O0OC0C 0ooOooUo oooo oo, O oooo o
000 00 000000 9 dBAO ODOOO O
o0, 10 000 000 ODoooo oooooo
0O 120dBA OO0 OO, 0 O0OOOO OOOO
0o obob 00 oboob 0bob Oob.Dbo
0O 00000 Ooooo0o 10 800 ooo ouo
0 85 dBA 000D U0OD UOOOO OOOO OO
0 0000000000000 oooo od
OO0 0O000 OO0 ODo0oo0oo oooo oogo
0O 00000000 0o ooooo.

000 00000 8 dBA OO OO0 OOO

228

00000 000000, 00 000 0000 0
000 00000 000 00000 000 00
0 0000 OO0 00000 000 000 000
00 00000 00000 00000 000 0
00 000 000 00000 0 00000 00
0 4000 HzOOO OOO(C-5 dip)D OO 6000
HzZ0O 00 0 0000000 0000 000.
000 000 000 0000 000 0000 O
00 000000 000 000 00 000 00
000000 000 00 000000 00.

oo 0D oo

00 00 oodbo Tvoooo boooobo o
O, Cell, PJTOOOO OO0 OO OOOOO O
ooo ooo 100 ooo oboo ooo. odd
oodno 0o boo 0o oo boodbo oooo
0 oooooooodo0 oo booo, oo o
000 00 oo obo oo o ooooooo o
0 00000 0000 200 0000 ooooo.

ooood boboo ooob obo bob od
0 1992000 19991 0000 OO 200 150
0 00 ooobooo bodo oo ooogo
0 0ooboo.db ooo ooo ooo ooo
00 O OO ODDO0O0O OO0O00 (octave band)
J0odb 0000 Oobo bbb oo ooooa
00 000 oo ooobo oobo o oooo o
oo obb AUDOD DD Oooo sgo0 oo
ooo.

o000 000 199900 0O00O0O(baseline
audiograni) 20001 O 80 OO0 (250, 500, 1 kK,
2k,3k,4k, 6k, 8kHzY1 O OO0 OOOOODO
00 0booobo oooboo.obo oooooo
god obo bob0oob obob oboo o
0 00 0b0 obobo oo ooo oo g
00 bodoboob ooooo.oboo oo o
ogojood 000 0 bobo 0o ooo ooo
oooOo ooo 20000 o000 oo oo ooa
00 o, 000 0ooo og@oo g, 2003)0
ddddd. 0000 boooo bbb oooo
0,000 O0bO0obO ooboo booo 1:1000
000 oo bbb booob.ooob ooo



o000 0- 000 0 0000 000 0000 0000 00 00000 00

oo ob oo bob bobo oooo ooo
U oo0ooo0ooo oooo oo ooobooo. g
god0d ooodo b0 ooooobo obboooo
ANSI S3.10 OO0 OO0 OO0 oopbooo
oooooo.

1. 000 000 00

00000 OO0 OO 000000 ooo 300
000 00 o000 ooo. 00 ooog 4o0
HzJ 1000 HzOO OO0 0OOOO 3000 HzO 30O
0O 0O0OD0O-300 ODO0OO0OOo ooo* ooo O
(sweep sound)', 20 on-Z1 off OO0 OO0
0 1000 HzO* 00O O(beat sound) , OOOO
0000 000 400 Hz O 1000 HzO* O0O0O'0O
O 0000 000 00 D000 ooo oo o
O 0000 on-off OO0 O 0OO. 00O 100
00000 15—~20 00 0000 ODOO OO OO
o0 o000 oo, 00 ODo,000 oo oo

ugboooooobbo oo bbbb.

2. 000000

00 00 00000 0000 0000 700
0 650 0000 000 OO0 OO0 00O 83.3
dBAO D 67.1—92.6 dBAD OO0 OO 00O
0.80dBA OO0 OO 90, 80—85 dBA 00O
0 350, 85~90 dBAD 200, 90 dBA 000 O
0 1000 (Table 1).

000 000 31.5 HzOO 16000 HzO O OO
0 00 60—87.4 dBSPLODO O0O0O0 OOOO,
0000 0000 00 000 500, 1000 Hz 00O
00000 000 00 0000 00 00000
0 0000 00 000 0000 00 0000
000 74.1 dBAOD 88.9 dBAOOD 00O O
00 000 0000 (Table 2).

3. 00 0000

oo

o0 0ooog oo sbooo bo bob 330

Table 1. Noise environment in electronics sound inspectors

unit : dBA
Mean(SD) Range
Year 1992 83.1(1.5) 81.4-85.0
1993 84.8 (4.0) 80.5-89.1
1994 81.8(3.6) 76.4-86.9
1995 82.6 (4.4) 77.5-89.2
1996 84.9 (3.2 77.5-92.6
1997 81.1(6.1) 72.0-89.2
1998 81.7 (5.6) 67.1-88.2
1999 86.7 (3.6) 81.2-89.6
Work process Assembly line 83.1(4.5) 67.1-92.6
Cell line 83.2(3.5) 79.9-89.6
PJT line 85.4 (4.2) 79.7-89.1
Noise level* < 80dBA 9(13.9)
80-85 dBA 35(53.8)
85-90 dBA 20(30.8)
> 90 dBA 1( 15)
Total 83.3( 4.49)

* unit : frequency(%)
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(26—4510 00), 00 00000 11.10(8—14
0), 0000 00000 5.10(02~9), 00 O
0 00000 9.400000.0000 OO0 OO0
00 000 0. 000 00 0000 000 OO0
0 00,00 500 HzD O- 000 3000 HzD O
00 00 00000 00000 000 000 O
0O0.0000 0000 000000 000 4000
—8000 HzODO 0O0OO O O 00000 00O
0 00 6000 HzO OOOOO OO0 OO0 00O
0.000 00 1000 000 000 00000
500—2000 HzO 6000—8000 HzO 0OO0 OO

Table 2. Results of frequency analysis of 4 measured points

g oo ooo ooobo, ooooo ooggo
oo 3000—4000 HzOO OO OO0 OO0
O 000 000 00 4000 HzO O0000O(p<.1)
O 0000000 O0oooo(Table 3, Fig- 1).

U U

b0 ob0o oobobob obo Oob ooo o
oo oob boboboboobo.ooobob ob boboob o
oo oo, o000 oo, oo oooo boooo,
b0 00 0bo 00 0bo bo obOo bo

unit: dBSPL
Measured overal
. 315Hz 63Hz 125Hz 250Hz 500Hz 1kHz 2kHz 4kHz 8kHz 16kHz
Point dose*
1 64.8 60.0 60.1 66.8 69.5 77.8 741 694 649 60.0 80.6
2 68.5 60.0 60.0 65.3 74.3 81.4 817 75.1 66.1 60.0 85.8
3 60.5 60.0 60.0 60.0 74.4 67.8 62.6 64.2 60.0 60.0 74.1
4 61.3 60.0 60.0 77.3 87.4 86.5 68.6 76.6 740 60.0 88.9
* unit : dBA

Table 3. Results of mean hearing threshold levels of reference group and study subjects

Mean(SD) (unit: dBHL)

Electronics sound inspectors

Reference 1st year (1999) 2nd year (2000)

Left 500 9.75( 6.27) 1250 ( 4.63) 15.62 ( 5.63)
1000 7.25 ( 4.65) 13.75( 5.82) 13.75( 5.18)

2000 5.75( 8.31) 14.33( 6.78) 1433 ( 9.43)

3000 850 ( 6.91) 13.75( 9.16) 20.63 (15.68)

4000 12.00 ( 4.66) 2125 (18.27) 34.38 (24.56)

6000 13.75 (10.22) 31.25 (14.33) 34.48 (13.48)

8000 1450 ( 9.72) 31.25 (14.33) 30.63 (16.78)

Right 500 7.25( 4.13) 13.75( 6.41) 14.38 ( 4.96)
1000 6.00 ( 5.35) 1313 ( 7.53) 14.38( 6.23)

2000 5.75( 7.81) 1313 ( 7.99) 15.00 ( 8.02)

3000 6.75 ( 5.55) 1313 ( 8.43) 2313 (22.67)

4000 8.25( 3.92) 25.63 (15.68) 41.88(22.67)

6000 13.00 ( 7.33) 45.63 (26.21) 45.63 (22.43)

8000 15,50 (11.80) 38.13 (25.20) 34.33 (23.67)
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Fig. 1. Mean hearing threshold levels of reference and exhibiting consecutive annual hearing tests of both ears

of subjects.
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